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A civic history museum exists not so much to
display valuable and beautiful objects as to provide
information and illumination on a community’s
past for its present members and for interested
visitors. One could almost describe it as something
between a traditional museum and a specialised
community centre. Its function is to integrate the
community with its past, to preserve its roots.

Extract from Constantine Leventis’s speech
on the occasion of the inauguration of

the Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia,
20 April 1989
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RAIMENT OF THE SOUT

2021: A YEAR OF CHALLENGES

Demetra Theodotou Anagnostopoulou
Director, The Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia

2021 was a challenging year, not just for the museum
sector, but also for our everyday lives in general.

The team of the Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia
worked hard to implement the targets and follow the
policies we set in 2020. One of our main aims as the
museum of the city of Nicosia was to make Nicosians feel
proud of the history of our town and to attract as many
new visitors as possible. This goal was achieved with the
temporary exhibition Ledra Palace: Dancing on the Line:
more than 20,000 people visited the exhibition. For some,
it was a trip down memory lane; and for the younger
generation, it was a journey into the social and political
history of Nicosia from the 1950s onwards.

Another aim we set as the civic museum of Nicosia is to
present the history of the city and of the island through
exhibitions that highlight tradition and history through
artistic creation. The second temporary exhibition of 2021,
Raiment of the Soul, succeeded in this goal: it offered

the visitor the opportunity to become familiar with the
traditions of Cyprus and Greece through a different gaze,
through contemporary artistic creativity, through the eyes
of two artists, Vangelis Kyris and Anatoli Georgiev.

In addition to the temporary exhibitions, the LMMN team
created online educational and creative programmes for
adults and children; rearranged all the storage spaces of
the Museum, a difficult and complex task that gave us the
opportunity to discover hidden treasures in our Collections;
uploaded information online about our Collections and the
history of Cyprus; prepared a new plan for the promotion
of the Museum; upgraded various parts of the Museum
galleries; renovated the former House of Educational
Programmes and the exterior of our building; interacted
with our visitors through our social media accounts;
collaborated with other organisations and museums from
Cyprus and abroad; and participated in online conferences
to share our knowledge and experiences with colleagues
from museums around the world.
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As the museum of the city of Nicosia, our mission is to
preserve, document, exhibit and promote the past and
present of our town. In 2022 and the years to come we
plan to focus on exhibitions and programmes that will
reintroduce the Museum to Nicosians and not only. Indeed,
we want to engage our visitors in the unfolding stories

of Nicosia’s vibrant history and cultural heritage. Our aim,
therefore, is to help develop the cultural identity of our city
and to reinforce its role as a pole of attraction on the island
of Cyprus.

Postscript

It is noticeable that this introductory message starts
without making specific reference to COVID-19. This was

a deliberate decision. No doubt, the spread of the COVID-19
virus and its variants has led to frequent lockdowns and the
closure of museums. However, aside from all of the gloomy
circumstances that this pandemic may have provoked,
museums were forced, as in many other sectors, to rethink
and re-evaluate their policies, strategies and purpose.

Allow me to be more specific. The entire team of the
Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia opted for what is
called the ‘heliotropic effect’ and the ‘abundance approach’
instead of the deficit (or problem-solving) approach.

The former borrow from the natural phenomenon of
heliotropism and posit that a positive environment is the
preferred condition because it engenders affirmative
energy and life-giving resourcefulness. The focus of the
latter approach is, by definition, on the negative, in the
form of the problems to be solved and the deficits to be
filled. That said, | should note that the abundance approach
does not ignore the negative; instead, it seeks to embrace
and highlight the constructive processes, outcomes and
interpretations embedded in adverse circumstances.
Although COVID-19 undoubtedly had a profound impact
on our plans (scheduled opening events, temporary
exhibitions, educational programmes, etc.) in 2021, we
embraced this unknown situation differently; perhaps even
unconventionally. The following pages of this report outline
just that.
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TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS

Ledra Palace: Dancing on the Line
1 June - 31 October 2021

If we could think of a building that best represents the
impressive development of modernity in Cyprus and, at
the same time, the turbulent recent history of the island,
that would undoubtedly be the Ledra Palace Hotel in
Nicosia. The Ledra Palace embodies and exemplifies the
cosmopolitan and multicultural character of the city, while
its own history simultaneously reflects the social and
political developments on the island.

The exhibition Ledra Palace: Dancing on the Line, organised
by the Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia and the
CYENS Centre of Excellence, explored this ‘palace-like’
hotel as a place of memory, history, culture and politics

and invited the visitor to see the hotel through the eyes of
various protagonists: guests, employees, architects, artists,
soldiers, United Nations staff and many others.

In the Temporary Exhibitions Hall of the Museum, exhibits,
memories and stories of people who lived in or have
personal experiences of the Ledra Palace related, on the
one hand, the adventurous recent history of the island and,
on the other, revealed modernity in Cyprus. The exhibition
aimed to ‘revive’ the history of the Ledra Palace in a
multivocal and multidimensional way and, through

this story, to induce the visitor to discuss the modern
events of Cyprus; and in parallel, it aspired to honour
Nicosia. The history of the Ledra Palace unfolds another
narrative: that of modernism and an intense, cosmopolitan
social life. Oral testimonies, in combination with private
photographs and objects, took the lead in this process.

15
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It should be noted that the exhibition could not have
been realised without the kind loans of photographs,
objects and various testimonial material from foundations,
organisations and private collectors, as well as from those
who worked or lived in the Ledra Palace.

Emerging technologies and innovative applications
developed by the CYENS Centre of Excellence played an
important role in this exhibition. They brought to life the
history of the hotel, which, due to its conversion into UN
barracks and its location in the Buffer Zone, is no longer
easily accessible. Technology helped older people to
remember and younger people to learn what the luxury
Ledra Palace Hotel looked like more than 70 years ago - to
travel in time to a period starting from the creation of the
Ledra Palace and reaching up to today.
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CURATORS:

Loukia Loizou Hadjigavriel
Director, A. G. Leventis Gallery

Antigone Heraclidou
Research Associate,
CYENS Museum Lab MRG

Theopisti Stylianou-Lambert
CYENS Museum Lab MRG Leader

GENERAL COORDINATOR:

Demetra Theodotou Anagnostopoulou
Director, The Leventis Municipal Museum

of Nicosia

ASSISTANT COORDINATOR:

Maria Patsalosavvi

Curator, The Leventis Municipal Museum
of Nicosia

TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS
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TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS

Raiment of the Soul
30 November 2021 - 3 April 2022

The exhibition Raiment of the Soul is the culmination

of a glorious project, depicting 100 people over the

course of 13 months through the lens of Vangelis Kyris,
wearing traditional garments entrusted to the well-known
photographer by the National Historical Museum of Greece.
Taken out of display cases and wooden chests in order to
celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Greek Revolution

of 1821, these garments come alive and create an original
artistic outcome.

The extremely contemporary approach of Vangelis Kyris
was completed by the artist Anatoli Georgiev, who leaned
over the canvases for three whole years, respectfully
accentuating the details and semiotics of each costume,
often using his embroidery to focus on the unlit sides of the
‘soul’ of each garment.

Sixteen costumes from Greece were displayed with
twelve Cypriot costumes donated in 1901 by the Patriotic
Association of Cypriots in Athens to the National
Historical Museum, following an exhibition held at the
Zappeion Megaron. The Leventis Municipal Museum of
Nicosia welcomed these costumes as they returned to
their homeland after 120 years, this time charged with
the historical and emotional thread that wove them and
designated them as international cultural heirlooms.
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CURATOR:
Erica Vassiliou

COORDINATORS:

Demetra Theodotou Anagnostopoulou
Director, The Leventis Municipal Museum

of Nicosia

Tzeni Lymperopoulou
Deputy Director, The Leventis Municipal Museum
of Nicosia

TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES
AND ACTIVITIES

One of the main issues we had to face during the pandemic
was the pause of all educational activities, which involved
school visits and educational programmes specially
designed for the permanent Collections and in conjunction
with the temporary exhibitions. Our education team was
found face to face with the need for a radical change

in order to reach our younger and older visitors. A new
strategy was put in place, setting clear our new goal: going
from physical to digital, from on-site to online.

Educational Programmes On-site and Online

The majority of educational programmes that took place
during 2021 were focussed on the temporary exhibition
Ledra Palace: Dancing on the Line.

Exciting stories about the emblematic Ledra Palace
Hotel were unveiled through a series of educational films
recorded in the Temporary Exhibition Hall. An introductory
film was followed by thematic videos, accompanied by
four sets of activity sheets that invited our young friends
to discover the hotel ballroom, to become a hotel chef,
to become hotel guests and how to prepare and send
postcards from the Ledra Palace - and all this during
their visit to the Museum or on their screen. The activity
sheets were available free from the Museum’s Shop or to
download via the Museum’s website.

25
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Ledra Palace: Discover the Ballroom!
(Ages 7-12, dates: 03.07.21 & 18.09.21)

This programme was dedicated to the ballroom of the
Ledra Palace, a space that was once the heart of the
entertainment scene of the capital. During their visit,

the children had the chance to take a closer look at
photographs from formal events and objects from weddings
and carnival parties and to experience - with the help

of virtual reality - the luncheon given by the last British
governor of Cyprus on 15 August 1960 in honour of the
declaration of Cyprus’s independence. Finally, the children
used their skills and imagination to make a model of their
own version of the ballroom to host a special event with
their chosen guests.

Ledra Palace: Become a Chef for a While!
(Ages: 7-12, date: 10.07.21)

During this educational programme the children
encountered another aspect of the hotel: the kitchen and
dining areas of the Ledra Palace. Great chefs, gourmet
menus and decorated tables gave inspiration to the children,
who were involved in interactive activities and games
throughout their exhibition journey. At the end of the
programme, they put on their chef’s hat in order to create
their own artistic plate with mixed materials, aimed for a
special guest of their choice.
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Ledra Palace: Incomparable Hospitality!
(Ages: 7-12, dates: 11.09.21 & 16.10.21)

The Ledra Palace was the ideal place for a wonderful

visit, both for tourists and Nicosians. The theme of this
educational programme was a summer holiday experience
with an emphasis on hospitality. The children and their
accompanying adults discovered objects related to a
vacation at the Ledra Palace through a fun and interactive
treasure hunt through the exhibition space. They became
tourists for a while, collected their room key from the hotel
reception and enjoyed uniqgue moments of relaxation.
During their exploration they gained information about
the theme by using technology through the exhibition
applications. Finally, they became young architects for

a while and created their own models for their version

of the Ledra Palace’s swimming pool area.

Ledra Palace: Every Photograph Tells a Story!
(Ages: 7-12, date: 30.10.21)

The world of the emblematic Ledra Palace Hotel was
unveiled mainly through photographs to reveal to the
children the building’s history, as well as the modern
history of Cyprus. Through a treasure hunt, they found

the photographs from the exhibition that tell the story

of the hotel and of the island. The activities included slow
looking and guided questions from the museum educator
related to the photographs they discovered; the children
imagined the stories behind each photograph. Afterwards,
the museum educator revealed the actual stories that took
place in the hotel, and the children made connections

by discussing the relation of the events depicted in the
photographs to the history of Cyprus. Then, they put the
photographs into chronological order and finally they
created their own picture of how they would imagine the
Ledra Palace in the future.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES
AND ACTIVITIES

27
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On-site School Tours

Ledra Palace: Dancing on the Line

With the approval of the Department of Secondary General
Education, school groups of children aged 12-18 visited

the exhibition Ledra Palace: Dancing on the Line. Through
these special tours, teenagers had the opportunity to unveil
important aspects of the Ledra Palace, to enrich their
knowledge through new technologies and to realise that
the history of Nicosia continues to be exciting.

Raiment of the Soul

With the approval of the Department of Secondary General
Education, school groups of children aged 12-18 visited the
exhibition Raiment of the Soul and discovered traditional
Greek and Cypriot garments through the works of Vangelis
Kyris and Anatoli Georgiev.
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES
AND ACTIVITIES

Online Activities

A big challenge that arose due to COVID-19 restrictions
was the effort to keep lively and meaningful contact
with the young friends of the Museum. We tried to cover
this gap with educational proposals, given the demands
that inevitably arose through school shutdowns and the
children’s long isolation.

Moments from the History of Nicosia for the Museum’s
Young Friends

‘Moments from the History of Nicosia’ was a project
addressed to children aged 7-14. Short video stories
brought to life ‘moments’ from the long history of Nicosia,
as the children were encouraged to follow Ledros, the
time machine, who took them on a journey back in time.
This project, specially designed for the young friends of
the Museum, offered them an alternative approach to the
ancient, medieval and modern history of the city as figures
from the past appeared in the Museum in flesh and blood!

29
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Best of the Collections... for Kids
#LMMN_Katineo #Best_of_for_Kids

Our young friends were invited to visit the Museum online,
with each visit introducing them to a different special
Museum object. These exceptional explorations included
creative craft workshops, as follows:

Kalikantzaroi (Goblins)

For the first time, a digital educational programme with
the collaboration of two museums - the Leventis Municipal
Museum of Nicosia and the A. G. Leventis Gallery.

The programme was based on the series of lithographs
‘The Goblins are Playing’ by Hambis Tsaggaris, from

the Collections of the Leventis Municipal Museum, and

the painting Kalikantzaroi (Goblins) by Michael Kashalos,
from the Cyprus Collection of the A. G. Leventis Gallery.

A Different... Compass

A unigue ancient object from the Museum’s Collections
enriched children’s knowledge and showed them that we
were able to create a different compass from the one

we all imagine.

A Figure of the Shadow Theatre

The famous figure of Karagiozis from the Museum’s
Collections unveiled hidden secrets about shadow theatre
and encouraged our young friends to become puppeteers
by creating their own figure.

30

A Tapestry Tells Us about Spring Flowers

We welcomed the first month of spring and celebrated
it by discovering the flowers on special objects from
the Museum’s Collections.

Make Your Own Traditional Kite!

On the occasion of Clean Monday, kites, customs,
traditions and of course children’s artistic creative talent
came to life through special discoveries.

Dyeing Easter Eggs in the Traditional Way!

Our digital friends explored the methods people used

to dye Easter eggs in the olden days. They discovered

materials from nature and secrets from past times that
showed them how to colour special, unique and above
all traditional eggs.

An Easter Custom with Flour and Water (Lazarakia)

Easter customs came to life as children used their
imagination to revive lazarakia. These little dough
figures reminded them of forgotten aspects

of tradition, while they sparked their creativity
and artistic expression.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES
AND ACTIVITIES
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Christmas at the Museum

Traditional Christmas Bread Making!

On Christmas Eve Cypriot women used to make a special
traditional bread called gennopitta. The tradition continues,
mainly in the villages of Cyprus. We decided to record

a short film presenting the recipe for gennopitta to our
audience, inducing both kids and adults to revive this
special tradition during the Christmas season.

Christmas Cards from the Museum!

Handwritten cards used to be a common Christmas custom
some decades ago. Inspired by our Museum’s Christmas
Card Collection, we prepared this short film in order to
invite our audience to make their own cards, to write their
Christmas wishes on them and then post them to their
favourite people.

32

Collaboration with the Atsas Training Center:
Young Artisans of Ancient Nicosia

On the occasion of the start of the new school year,
the Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia visited the
Atsas Training Center. We encouraged the children

of the Solea region to discover the world of ancient
Nicosia and its inhabitants through some of the
Museum’s special objects. During this creative morning
our young friends had the opportunity to become
‘ancient artisans’ by making small ceramic vessels,
figurines and pendants.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES
AND ACTIVITIES
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OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Lecture

‘More than a Hotel: The Ledra Palace through Stories
of Tourism and Modernism’
5 October 2021

On the occasion of the temporary exhibition Ledra Palace:
Dancing on the Line, the Leventis Municipal Museum

of Nicosia, in collaboration with the CYENS Centre

of Excellence, hosted a lecture which unveiled many
interesting aspects of the architecture of the emblematic
Ledra Palace Hotel.

SPEAKERS:
Dr Savia Palate In Conjunction with the Temporary Exhibition Ledra
Architect Palace: Dancing on the Line

Dr Panayiota Pyla

Architectural historian and theorist On-site: Guided Tours

The exhibition curators gave many guided tours open
to the public, as well as private guided tours. These
revealed interesting facets of the story of the Ledra
Palace and offered the audience an exceptional and
memorable experience.

By having a glance at the comments in the visitor’s
book, one can appreciate the great impact that this
exhibition had on the visitors and the emotions it
elicited in them.

Online: Curator’s Choice

The exhibition curators threw the spotlight on unique
objects from the exhibition Ledra Palace: Dancing

on the Line, which they presented in a series of

short videos.

ATOR'S
CHOICE
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The Museum Online

The Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia prepared
specially designed online proposals for exceptional museum
experiences. Our online visitors found out more about
events, educational activities and digital guided tours that
promised a new view into the fascinating history of Nicosia.

Curator’s Choice: Online Guided Tours

The curators of the Museum presented close-up views

in digital tours. Special objects from the city - that either
on a large or small scale have participated in the historical
itinerary of the capital - led visitors to discover their
hidden stories.

The Smartify Digital Platform

One of the main projects that we enhanced
P —_— as soon as the pandemic started was the
< Posts digitalisation of the Museum’s Collections.
It became of vital importance to make
our Collections accessible to a broader
audience. The Leventis Municipal Museum
is part of the Smartify community, the world’s

« leventismuseum

AUSEUNM

ts most downloaded museum application.
L To date, 59 of the most important objects
Gl KB EW < from our Collections are available to the
p A 98 i leventismu online visitor.

View Insights |
Best of the Collections Qv
. . , i i . 140 views - Liked by demetra_anagno
We introduced the ‘Best of’ the Collections as social media levantismiisaum #Best_of #hestofthacoloct
posts. Intuitive information and inviting images kept our — | view Insights
audience in touch and gave a voice to silent objects in the R oQv
pandemic era. 230 views - Like
peropoulou leventismusaum

:stofthecollections
ZAPDIA | ZARFS
MOY... more 22 Fehriary - See

e leventismu
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Events on the Occasion of the 1600th Anniversary
of the Founding of Venice

The Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia participated in
the celebrations of the 1600th anniversary of the founding
of Venice. As the civic history museum of Nicosia, the
Leventis Municipal Museum has an extensive selection

of objects which present the historical itinerary of the

city through the centuries, from antiquity to the present
day. An important section of the Museum’s Collections
and permanent exhibition galleries consists of objects,
documents and other material related to the Venetian rule
of Cyprus (1489-1570), when Nicosia was the administrative
capital of the island. A special section is also dedicated to
Caterina Cornaro, the last queen of the medieval Kingdom
of Cyprus. Her presence in Cyprus marked an important
historical moment, the transition from Frankish rule to

the Venetian domination of the island. The period of the
Venetian administration was of paramount importance to
Cyprus. It shaped the social, economic and cultural life

of the island, as well as the urban landscape, and largely
determined the European character of Cyprus. On the
occasion of this great celebration, the Museum organised
five special programmes.

40

OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Unveiling a Story
Activities on social and digital media

i. Caterina Cornaro, the Last Queen of Cyprus

A virtual guided tour in the Caterina Cornaro Gallery
of the history of Caterina Cornaro and Cyprus through
narrations and the objects depicting the fascinating
and interesting story of the last queen of Cyprus.

ii. The Venetian Treasure of the Leventis Municipal
Museum of Nicosia

A virtual guided tour of the silver objects, such as bowls,
jewellery and coins, that are part of a treasure that dates
back to the period of Venetian rule. The Venetian Treasure
is considered one of the most important elements
documenting the Venetian history of Nicosia. The story

of the discovery of the treasure and its acquisition

and repatriation by the A. G. Leventis Foundation was
also revealed.

#venicel600

The Map Collection of the Leventis Municipal Museum
of Nicosia
Activity on social and digital media

The Museum owns a unique corpus of all of the known
maps of the city from the 16th century to the 19th and
beyond. This digital guided tour presented part of this
Collection as displayed in the Map Room of the Venetian
Galleries of the Museum.

41
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Venetian Stories and the Siege of Nicosia
Podcasts

A series of ten podcasts narrated the Venetian period

of Nicosia, as well as the history of the Venetian
fortifications and the siege and fall of the city to the
Ottomans on 9 September 1570. The texts were selected
from the accounts of travellers, historians and narrators
of the period.

‘Moments of History’ for the Young Friends
of the Museum
Activities on social and digital media

Two short stories brought to life ‘moments’ from the long
history of Nicosia. The children were encouraged to follow
Ledros, the time machine, who took them on a journey
back in time. The two scenes presented below were part
of a project specially designed for the young friends of
the Museum, offering them an alternative approach to the
medieval and Renaissance history of the city.

i. The Assistant of Giulio Savorgnano

Savorgnhano was the engineer who designed the Venetian
walls of Nicosia. His assistant revealed to the children the
secrets of this emblematic monument and encouraged
them to become young explorers in the capital.

ii. Caterina Cornaro, the Queen of Cyprus

The gueen is preparing to leave Cyprus to return to Venice,
where she will hand the crown of Cyprus to the doge.
Through a vivid narration, the queen’s lady of honour
outlined Caterina Cornaro’s final days in Nicosia.

Collaboration with the A. G. Leventis Gallery - Venus,
Venice and Cyprus
Activity on social and digital media

A virtual presentation based on an essay by Emeritus
Professor Peter Humfrey, relating Venus and her birthplace,
Cyprus, to the Venetian period of the island.

O

The Siege of Nicosia
as Recorded
in Historical Accounts

I
® PODCASTS
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Conferences

Going Digital: Our Story during the Pandemic
At the Final Conference of the CultVET Project - Nicosia
Tourism Board

The Leventis Municipal Museum participated in the final
conference of the European CultVET project (Joint
Qualification for Vocational Education and Training [VET]
Centres in the Field of Cultural Tourism), which was held as
a virtual conference via the Zoom platform on 11 June 2021.

During the conference, the outcome of this two-year project
was presented. Additionally, speakers from the tourism
sector presented the challenges and the new prospects in
the cultural tourism field.

Our participation unveiled the role of a modern museum

in the field of cultural tourism, in particular in the midst

of the COVID-19 pandemic, as the Museum had to turn to
online visitors and therefore had to implement new digital
practises in order to remain active and to maintain a stable
base of communication with its public.

Building a Time Machine for the Virtual Exploration

of Historic Urban Space: The Case of the Interactive
Visualisation of Nicosia at the Leventis Municipal Museum
Online training course: Using digital collections of museums
to deliver and enhance the curriculum in VET, organised by
the Cyprus Food and Nutrition Museum

The Cyprus Food and Nutrition Museum hosted a three-day
training course as part of the Erasmus+ E-Voked project
focussing on the use of museums’ digital collections to
deliver and enhance the VET curriculum. The training took
place on 22-24 June 2021. In collaboration with the Cyprus
Institute and the STARC team, the Leventis Municipal
Museum of Nicosia participated in the online conference
with a presentation regarding the interactive platform that
is located in the permanent exhibition space on the first
floor of the Museum.

OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
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Social Media Revamp

Living in an era in which social media have ‘taken over’

the world, many museums have restructured their policies
and the way they use these tools to interact with the
public. On that note, in 2021 a new social media policy was
implemented throughout the social media platforms of
the Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia. Various social
media projects were launched on the Museum’s Instagram
and Facebook pages to create a stronger and more vital
presence for the LMMN, aiming to engage with diverse
online audiences.

Stunning images, fun GIFs, videos and quizzes were posted
throughout the year, promoting the Leventis Municipal
Museum’s Collections and its temporary exhibitions,

as well as the Shop’s merchandise. The results have proven
to be very rewarding, since many Instagram and Facebook
influencers seem to have taken an interest in the Museum
as a destination, sharing the Museum’s Collections

and temporary exhibitions on their own initiative

with their followers.

e ce <D facebook.com/levent ©] ﬁ + B8
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Works on Loan: 34th Bienal de Sao Paulo

The artworks by Christoforos Savva Abstract Composition
(1962-1963) and Yellow Rectangle (1966-1967) from the
Museum’s Collections travelled to Sdo Paulo in Brazil to be
exhibited at the 34th Bienal de Sdo Paulo.

Homo Faber Platform

The Homo Faber platform offered us the opportunity

to share with the European public one of the missions

of our Museum for our Collections and for the Shop: to
inspire local artisans and designers to create and deliver
contemporary products. The visitor to the Homo Faber
website can experience cities across Europe, including
Nicosia, through artisans and their masterpieces, from past
times to nowadays.

Nicosia Municipality - Bus Stops

The Leventis Municipal Museum participated in a project
initiated by the Nicosia Municipality aimed at promoting all
of the museums in Nicosia. The Leventis Museum selected
five key objects from its Collections to feature on posters
to be displayed at bus stops all around the capital.

Nicosia Tourism Board - Info Point

Info Point is a project initiated by the Nicosia Tourism
Board and implemented with the collaboration of almost all
museums in Nicosia. Info Point is an information sign which
promotes landmarks around the city; there is one situated
next to the main entrance of the Museum. This project

also highlights the importance of museums as cultural
institutions in the city of Nicosia.
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‘Echo of Cyprus, 1821-2027’ Xelpoypagdo MNpokooippwvo touv 1821 and
‘Echo of Cyprus, 1821-2027 is a website that was set up N Autikn Ztepea EAAGSa, AeBevTelo

in view of the 200th anniversary of the beginning of Anpotika Movaelafeukwsiag, Kirpog
the Greek Revolution and is the result of the research
and writing of the History and Art Department of the
Christodoulos G. Vassiliades Law Firm. The Leventis
Municipal Museum of Nicosia participated by providing
information and photographs of 32 objects from —— p S
its Collections. i

Katnyopia: Eyypasa

‘H Aeukwoia Tou xTeg - Yesteryears of Nicosia’

Welcome to the Yesteryears of Nicosia! The Museum
began a close collaboration with ‘H Asukwoia Tou XTeg
- Yesteryears of Nicosia’, a very active private group on
Facebook. Our team shares archival and other material
related to the social life of our city that touches on
historical events. The members of the group, mostly
Nicosians, are always willing to share their knowledge
and memories of old Nicosia. Members post photos of
yesterday’s Nicosia and the region’s villages, dating up to
the 1980s. The themes of the photos include buildings,
urban and rural landscapes, people, family moments,
important happenings, events, advertisements, articles
and so on.

Information Centre in Eleftheria Square

On the occasion of the inauguration of Eleftheria Square,
the Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia, in collaboration
with the Nicosia Municipality, created a unique exhibition
space on the premises of the square. Visitors can learn
about the history of the square and gather information
through photographs from the Museum’s Photographic
Archive. The Information Centre is managed by the
Nicosia Tourism Board.
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‘6‘ CREATITY caTis

PROJECTS

Creativity Centre

During the COVID-19 lockdown, we decided to renovate the
old House of Educational Programmes, which was housed
in a building with serious structural issues.

As part of the rebranding of the Museum, and with the
new education programmes logo ‘Md&6e KdaTti Néo’ [Learn
something new], the House of Educational Programmes
was renamed as the Creativity Centre in order to describe
its renewed character and to underline the interactive
activities planned for the future. It is a space where our
young and older friends have the opportunity to interact
and learn through our educational programmes in a more
functional and attractive space.

The building works included:

* Maintenance of interior and exterior walls

* Maintenance of the building facade: entrance door /
stone elements

* Maintenance of the courtyard area: replacement of
paving stones damaged by humidity / glass doors

* Roof insulation

* Maintenance of damaged interior and exterior doors
and windows

*  Wooden floor repair

* New facilities for kids

* Upgrading of lighting

* Maintenance of the electrical system

* Upgrade of the security system

* Installation of a new fire detection system

* Installation of a new sound system

¢ |nstallation of new furniture and equipment for
educational activities and conference meetings

* A new work space to be used for object archiving
and documentation

¢ A new conference room
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Permanent Exhibitions

Caterina Cornaro Gallery

After the expiration of his long-term loan agreement with
the Museum, the collector Michael Zeipekkis decided for
personal reasons that he did not wish to proceed with its
renewal. Thus, the objects were returned to the collector,
and the Museum team proceeded with the refurbishment
of the Caterina Cornaro Gallery. Objects from the Museum’s
Collections were reintroduced to the public, including
various engravings that had been kept in the storage rooms
due to lack of space.

Venetian Period - Interactive Station

A preliminary preparation for cabinet displays was carried
forward at the interactive station hosting a platform
presenting the fortification of the walls of Nicosia. The
cabinets are designed to present properly the cannonballs
and granite catapult balls that are considered to have been
used during the great battle of the siege of the city of
Nicosia by the Ottomans in 1570.

Building

Our target is to preserve the original fabric of the building
and at the same time to develop and improve our building
facilities for the benefit of young visitors and adults by
creating a high-standard space that offers opportunities
for interaction and engagement with the Collections.

In collaboration with the architect Karin Georgiades,

we are preparing a long-term maintenance plan for the
years to come.

In 2021 the works included maintenance of the exterior
walls and windows (courtyard, north and east facades), as

well as the maintenance of the drainage system and gutters.
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Collections

Documentation - Manual Update

The Leventis Digital Archive was upgraded and is now

a user-friendly programme, easily accessible from
any web browser and supported by any computer
(Windows or Apple). These changes help the staff
to monitor and update the details for objects from

any part of the Museum with the help of a laptop and

allow researchers to browse the Collections from a
computer situated in the library.

In 2021 an analytical manual was created, which

includes all the steps for the electronic documentation

of the Collections and our new acquisitions.

Documentation of Photographs

More than 1000 photographs were scanned in high
quality and reinserted into our digital archives. All
these objects were rewrapped with appropriate
materials and marked with new labels.

Donations

916 new objects have been added to the Museum’s
Collections, with significant contributions from 14
donors. The new donations have been catalogued,
partially preserved, packaged and stored in
accordance with appropriate practices for the
mitigation of environmental and technical damage.

The archive of Titina Loizidou, which numbers 672
unique artefacts, has been catalogued and digitised.
This archive sheds light on various aspects of
European Culture Month, organised and hosted

by the Nicosia Municipality in September-October
1995. In addition, the archive of Agni Michaelides,
which preserves exceptional information regarding
the city of Nicosia, is in the process of being
catalogued and digitised.

PROJECTS
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Acquisitions

Caterina Cornaro’s Chamber, Palazzo Cornaro

Lithograph by Joseph Nash (1808-1878), based on an
illustration by William Frederick Lake Price (1810-1896)

in the publication /nteriors and Exteriors in Venice, London:
Thomas MacLean, 1843

Collection: A. G. Leventis Foundation

LMMN: B/2021/5483

Costume from Cyprus, 19th century

A work by Vangelis Kyris and Anatoli Georgiey,
part of the exhibition Raiment of the Soul
Collection: A. G. Leventis Foundation

LMMN: D/2021/5794

Conservation

The conservation plan for the Museum’s Collections in 2021
was to prioritise according to permanent and temporary
exhibition needs. Various engravings were conserved to be
exhibited in the Caterina Cornaro Gallery, as well as objects
related to the Ledra Palace Hotel in order to be displayed
in the temporary exhibition Ledra Palace: Dancing on the
Line. Special attention was given to the conservation of

an old cabinet which is going to be exhibited in the newly
refurbished and renovated Creativity Centre.
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Storage Rooms

New Storage Room, Second Floor

On the second floor of the Museum, a new storage
space is now dedicated to the Garments Collection.
The new space fulfils required climatic conditions for
presentation purposes, while also providing direct,
unobstructed access to the contents of the Collection
for up to approximately 250 pieces.

Upgrading Storage Room 5

Storage room 5 was reorganised from scratch and
now hosts documents, photos, engravings and
ceramics. All paper objects are now protected in acid-
free boxes, and all ceramics are in protective cases.

Upgrading Storage Room 12

The rearrangement of storage room 12 was done in
the best possible way to allow for easy access. Parts
of our archive, such as exhibition posters and previous
publications, are now properly placed in storage units.
The faulty ventilation system was also upgraded in
order to prevent dust and humidity.

PROJECTS
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Ledra Palace: Dancing on the Line

This successful publication was produced by

the A. G. Leventis Foundation and the Leventis Municipal
Museum of Nicosia to accompany the temporary exhibition
of the same name in 2021 (published in Greek and English).

The book includes six essays on the Ledra Palace Hotel, as
well as greetings and short texts by an impressive list of
people who contributed their personal recollections and
other relevant material.

EDITORS:
Theopisti Stylianou-Lambert
CYENS Museum Lab MRG Leader

Loukia Loizou Hadjigavriel
Director, A. G. Leventis Gallery

Antigone Heraclidou
Research Associate, CYENS Museum Lab MRG

Raiment of the Soul

The catalogue of the exhibition Raiment of the Soul
includes all of the artworks of Vangelis Kyris and Anatoli
Georgiev presented in the Temporary Exhibition Hall of the
Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia (published in Greek
and English).

EDITOR:
Vangelis Kyris
Photographer
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Forthcoming Publications

Children’s Books

Related to their educational programmes for children

and as one of the main pillars of their activities in this area,
the Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia and the

A. G. Leventis Gallery are producing two publications
related to the Collections of each museum. The aim is

to help children aged 6-12 to become acquainted in an
interactive and creative way with the history of Nicosia
through the LMMN Collections and with European art
through the AGLG Collections.

Based on the plethora of educational programmes
developed over the years by the educators of the two
museums, we have prepared two small, easy-to-use
books. The first, Time Travels: When Lord Horatio, Guy,
Hadjigeorgakis and Caterina Met Ledra and Ledros!,
narrates a fun-filled tour of the Leventis Municipal Museum
of Nicosia. The second, The Journey of the Crazy Winged
Friends and Their Acquaintance with Leo and Leoni,
introduces the A. G. Leventis Gallery’s Collections.

AUTHOR:
Loukia Loizou Hadjigavriel
Director, A. G. Leventis Gallery

EDITORS:
Loukia Loizou Hadjigavriel
Director, A. G. Leventis Gallery

Demetra Theodotou Anagnostopoulou
Director, The Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia
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THE SHOP

The newly renovated Shop of the Leventis Municipal
Museum of Nicosia, only a year into its operation, seems
to have gained the interest and the trust of the Museum’s
visitors, as well as its online visitors. The new look of the
Shop, along with its modern and upgraded products
inspired by objects in the Museum’s Collections or by the
city of Nicosia itself, have proven to be key factors in its
success and the increase in sales.
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As of January 2021 the Shop circulates its own monthly
newsletter, while it also has an active presence on the
Museum’s social media platforms through posts featuring
beautiful images of its merchandise. Additionally, the
Shop did not stop operating during the various lockdowns
occurring throughout 2021, since it offered an ‘Email

& Shop’ service to its clients; and a selection of the Shop’s
publications and products were uploaded and are

now available to purchase via the AGLG e-shop of

the A. G. Leventis Gallery.

Dicd

Karbommga Adifvioey Anponwod Movotiou Aruwaiag |

The Shop of the Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia
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THE SHOP

67



S -

T

et dagtn,

FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS
AND PROJECTS



THE LEVENTIS MUNICIPAL MUSEUM OF NICOSIA
REPORT 2021

70

FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS
AND PROJECTS

Based on the LMMN Temporary Exhibition Policy, two
temporary exhibitions will be held per year: the main
exhibition, which will usually open in late October - early
November with a duration of three to four months; and

a smaller exhibition, the theme of which will be drawn
from the rich Photographic Archive of the Museum and
will be inaugurated in May, with a duration of five months
(May-September). The aim of both exhibitions is to
promote the history of Nicosia through topics of interest
to the general public.
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loannis Kissonerghis - Views of Nicosia

The art of loannis Kissonerghis is closely related to the
development of landscape painting and its establishment
as a subject in Cypriot art. Although the artist is well-known
for his landscapes depicting monuments, cities and places
on the island, this exhibition will focus only on views and
depictions of the city of Nicosia. A selection of landscapes
presenting Nicosia will enable the visitor to appreciate the
artist’s talent, but also to discover the city as it was in the
first half of the 20th century. The exhibition will be enriched
with photographs from the MATI Photographic Archive

of the Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia.

CURATORS:
Loukia Loizou Hadjigavriel
Director, A. G. Leventis Gallery

Maria Patsalosavvi
Curator, The Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia

EXHIBITION COORDINATOR:
Demetra Theodotou Anagnostopoulou
Director, The Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia

The Football Clubs of Nicosia

On the occasion of the FIFA 2022 World Cup in Qatar,
this exhibition will encompass the history of all of the
football clubs of Nicosia from their establishment to the
present day.
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British Gallery - Renovation Project

The Museum'’s British Gallery was last
renovated in 2000 and was not included
in the major renovation project of 2010.

In 2021 we proceeded with the preparation
of a proposal (design and tenders) for its
renovation, and the target is to have it
ready by the end of 2022 / beginning

of 2023.

Maro Theodosiadou Estate

A committee was formed to suggest ideas
regarding the future use of the house,
based on the terms of the donation.

A preliminary study was done in order

to determine the structural needs of the
building and the possibilities for its use

as a public space.

FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS
AND PROJECTS

73



THE LEVENTIS MUNICIPAL MUSEUM OF NICOSIA
REPORT 2021

74

FRIENDS ASSOCIATION

The Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia

and the A. G. Leventis Gallery Friends Association

The Association was originally formed in 1987 to support
the establishment of the Municipal Museum of Nicosia.
Following a decision adopted in 2018, the necessary
amendments have been made in order to include

the A. G. Leventis Gallery.

75



ﬁha{& ;t

ﬁﬁﬁ\Ak]ﬂ’

ﬁmgag B N LEVeIltlS
y' “ﬁﬁ* _: Y. S : MUNICIPAL MUSEUM OF NICOSIA
p &ﬁ&\‘ '..-,': . ! e

rﬁ%&ﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁ& .

ANANANZANZANY | |

fﬁﬁaﬁfﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁ.ﬁ ;o P L

§ %?‘?ﬁ &%%k‘ z : = ; 9 s ; 1.5717 Ippolfrat(?us ?t
&ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁéﬁ*ﬁﬁ . - 1011, Laiki Geitonia, Nicosia
%&%@?&S&Bﬁﬁ | ; k' P.O. Box 21015
ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ : _ ! ; icosi

N
ﬁ

%
%
<
ﬁa
4
N
&
N

1500 Nicosia

Tel.: +357 22661475
Email: info@leventismuseum.org.cy




